
 

 

 

Davis Mythic Roundtable 2/19 

 

Willi:  Well, I think we’ll begin, I think, and you guys have blessed us with your presence. My name is William Paul.  I live on the peninsula in the 

San Francisco Bay Area. By San Mateo.  And this is my girlfriend/best friend, Malou.   

 

Participant:  A great combination. 

 

Willi:  So why don’t you guys introduce yourselves as much as you’d like to so I can get a sense of who you are. 

 



   

Participant:  All right, we’re a mother/daughter team, actually.  So I’ve been in the Bay Area probably 15, 18 years.  And so I came and went back 

to school here and went to a, I mean, I was an older student, I got an MFA in textiles.  So from there I was a museum curator for about eight 

years.  And then I was laid off, and I’m semi-retired, I’m looking for other adventures. 

 

Participant:  But I have done dream work with a group for about as long as long as I’ve lived in Davis, maybe 15, 16 years. 

 

Participant:  And so the dream work, I can’t actually remember the names of some of the people who inspired us, but we talk about our 

personal dreams and we ask each other questions and pull out what it might mean to us.  So we don’t go so much with the neonatal, or the 

traditional that all falling water means sub consciousness.  There’s no cut and kind answers.  So, but I have read some Carl Jung.  Others in the 

group are more familiar with him and that kind of mythology of shared, cultural mythology.  They’re really talking all about the past.  And what 

we have that ties us in the present is not very much.  But maybe that movie with the light sabers? 

 

Willi:  Oh, Star Wars? 

 

Participant:  Yes, thank you.   

 

Willi:  Well, ironically one of the things that confuse people about what I’m doing, I’m talking about future myth. 

 

Participant:  Oh? 

 

Willi:  Not about anything else.  I’m inventing the world through Joseph Campbell’s techniques.  And some of Jung’s consciousness, unconscious 

prayers and symbologies.  So that’s the perspective of this evening’s work.  It’s about the future.  And about where you want to go.  And about 

what’s currently forming that process. 



   

 

Malou:  I believe in Willi’s passion, which is new mythology.  We have a shared interest about the environment.  And just caring about what’s 

going to happen in the future.  And, yeah, I mean I’ve listened to a lot of his workshops, but it’s always new.  To me, at least.  It’s never the same.  

So it’s always interesting to join his workshops. 

 

Willi:  So let’s look at the event poster.  You may have seen this or you may have not, actually.  This is a collaboration, we produced this many 

years ago, and it’s supposed to be a shaman.  What sort of vibe do you get from this image? 

 

Participant:  I see a combination of a sheep and a deer and ET and a homemade square and a homemade sweater. 

 

Willi:  Well, I could make a t-shirt out of that.  But if you turn it upside-down, then what do you see?  Does it change? 

 

Participant:  It looks a little more happy.  (Chuckle) 

 

Willi:  Anyway, that’s the one I wanted to start with, because I’m going to show you some other symbols and pictures that represent my world 

as I see it, as I move forward. 

 

Participant:  A little more of a pass through. 

 

Participant:  I saw roots. 

Willi:  Roots.  I saw it like this and I didn’t want to push it.   

 

Participant:  (Laugh) 



   

 

Participant:  (Laugh) Well, I might add, sheep are a really good thing, I love sheep.  And seeing a sheep in the upper part of that is a warm and 

fuzzy feeling. 

 

Malou:  It’s interesting you say that because today is Chinese New Year, and it’s the start of the year of the Ram or the Sheep.  Or the Goat.  It’s 

one of those three.  

 

Willi:  So, yes, grounded in new myth is a new symbol.  So let’s challenge that when I go to that point.  What I wanted to do next is read one of 

my new mythology pieces; a story.  It’s very short, in this case.  This is the illustration for what I’m calling Permaculture Motel & the Barge 4. 

Venice Beach, CA. New Myth #41. 

 

(reads new myth to group) 

 

Willi:  Do you guys know about permaculture? 

 

Participant:  A little bit.  Isn’t that the French farming that’s organic and?  It’s older than the movement in this country. 

 

Willi:  That’s more than most people could tell me about permaculture.  It actually comes from Australia.  It’s three years old.  It’s all the rage 

with a certain sector of agriculturalists who are designing with the land, no degrading the land.  And it’s about a lot of things that I associated 

with that movement, intentional communities, perhaps.  Natural pest control.  Some of this great technology, grey water, silver.  So there’s this 

whole ethic around permaculture, not just planting seeds and harvesting them.  So that’s why I’ve adapted it as a sort of foundation to write 

about and push as a new mythologist.  

Willi:  Yeah.  (Chuckle) 
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Participant:  However, in north up near Vermont, they got a tiny little place, maybe 20 acres, with ten or twelve houses that are all silver.  They 

have a community garden.  They have composts, community—everything is community. 

 

Willi:  And where is that? 

 

Participant:  North of up near Vermont. 

 

Willi:  A very green place. 

 

Participant:  You could call it Cascadia. 

 

Participant:  Why did you use barges and not just have them on land? 

 

Willi:  Well, barges can be moved into the area.  They could be self-sustaining.  You can repurpose the soil.  You can have a sort of targeted place 

for them.  You can bring them in from the ocean, from somewhere else, right, and land them. 

 

Participant:  Land them.  Land them up. 

 

Willi:  Yes.  And then when it’s there you have to build really nothing.  The structure is there. 

 

Participant:  Yeah, once you’re there you don’t have to spend your energy creating the structure.   

 



   

Willi:  (Chuckle) 

 

Participant:  So you think the rest of southern California, except for Santa Monica and Venice, will survive?  Is that?  So that, because you called 

it Cascadia, which is northern California/Oregon, but it’s in southern California.  So I guess you’re saying these are the only places that will 

survive? 

 

Willi:  Not necessarily.  What I’m saying that there’s a sort of machinery in the sustainability that comes out of Cascadia can start to trickle down 

into parts of Los Angeles.  It’s going to need all the help it can get. 

 

Participant:  Right? 

 

Willi:  Yeah, I mean my vision here is basically without cars, just a couple of buses, but that’s really all there is; bicycles and people walking.  And 

we’re soon to see that.   

 

Participant:  Yeah. 

 

Participant:  We were pondering, I was noticing on the way here, even the Davis Bicycle City U.S.A., it’s like, and green supposedly, hardly 

anybody is riding the bus.  So they’re all driving or peddling. 

 

Malou:  And do you think they’re not doing that because the buses aren’t efficient?  They’re not … 

 

Participant:  The buses weren’t used until last year, anyway.  I don’t know if it’s changed.  I was disappointed.  They used to be great.  They go 

everywhere.  



   

Participant:  That was so that’s very cheap transportation.   

 

Willi:  Who’s subsidizing it? 

 

Malou:  Yeah, is that subsidized? 

 

Participant:  It’s the city, usually Davis … 

 

Willi:  So taxes. 

 

Participant:  Well, and yeah. 

 

Willi:  Right?  Somebody’s paying for it. 

 

Participant:  Several different groups.  Because then it ties in with Yolo County.   

 

Willi:  We’re going to look at some images that correspond to archetypes.  And I want to say that these are part of a toolkit for writers or 

activists, or whoever you might be.  It helps make a bridge from my reality to yours; if I describe pictures and show them to you.  I think this is 

one of my techniques.  They come from either the subconscious, or the conscious, or the bridge between, it depends on what you believe.  So 

there’s one and two.  Why don’t you look at those two things and tell me if that is an archetype to you.  Or if it’s just a picture of factories 

belching smoke. 

 

Participant:  It’s an archetype to me.  (Chuckle) 



   

Willi:  Because I would suggest that we can get all new archetypes, that remember, I want you to believe in terms of Jung, in his philosophy.  Part 

of the way we’re going to get to the next cultural phase is adapting new archetypes and let them spill into the creative culture.  And the gun 

obviously is a part, a symbol of a kind of negative archetype as well as that 

 

Participant:  I was going to say they both seem negative to me.  The pollutants literally making that oil, it may not be an oil factory or whatever, 

or a copper refinery, but that’s what I was thinking.   

 

Willi:  Yeah.  I think you’re on to it.  I think part of my challenge is not to get stuck in the negative.  To look at other things that are maybe 

positive, just as a balance.  And probably I’ve skirted to the negative here too much, but it’s trying to prove a point.  We need nuance.  Here’s 

some correct ones, we need to change those. 

 

Participant:  And it is for power.  I mean it is for, aside from it’s for profit, it’s also for power.  I mean it can be used for positive things. 

 

Willi:  Right. 

 

Participant:  But so if we can change the archetype to a better image, to improve upon what’s there, instead of this rape pattern, that would be 

a huge improvement right there. 

 

Willi:  Good.  Thank you.  That’s a good point. 

 

Participant:  But what could that language be? 

 

Willi:  Well, it could be a … 



   

Participant:  A solar farm. 

 

Willi:  A solar farm. 

 

Willi:  Well, let’s look at something more bright and possible. 

 

Participant:  Oh, cool. 

 

Willi:  Now these are permaculture symbols.  So I’ve jumped right into specific symbols for various things. 

 

Willi:  Yeah, permaculture is just ripe as a symbol bed.  This is so much to look at so much to use in writing stories in mythology.  So these are 

tools that I’ve developed to show people the positive way out.   

 

Willi:  What’s next?  Oh, this is a movement called Transition.  Transition is a chance to grow local, for instance, to watch our diets, our energies.  

Transition.  Have you guys heard about that? 

 

Participant:  Transition? 

 

Willi:  Transition movement?  Transition towns? 

 

Participant:  Well, we have Farm to Fork.  Thank you.  Something like that. 

 



   

Willi:  Yeah, that’s not really transition, but it could be construed as that.  But suffice to say it’s about the future and where we’re headed.  

Reuse, localization of resources.  That’s what transitions is about.  Something you might want to check into.  It’s amazing.  It’s coming.  But it’s 

alive with symbols, of course.  Backyard gardening.  A lot of things about that. 

 

Participant:  Excellent. 

 

Willi:  This alchemy.  Two of alchemy.  Now what they’re doing with the cardboard is called sheet mulch.  Sheet mulching. 

 

Participant:  Oh, yeah. 

 

Willi:  And they’re laying down a base for soil preparation.  You know what I’m saying. So alchemy, what is alchemy to you, ma’am?  You might 

have a notion of alchemy, no? 

 

Participant:  Absolutely. 

 

Willi:  Just transformation. 

 

Participant:  Oh, I think it’s turning dirt into gold. 

 

Willi:  Oh, that’s not it! 

 

Participant:  Oh, we need to stay forward into the future.   

 



   

Willi:  Yeah. 

 

Willi:  Alchemy is used in transformation. 

 

Participant:  Transformation. 

 

Willi:  It’s just finding something that needs fixing, or doing, or visioning, and taking it on.  It’s not about substances or gold or anything, it’s a 

new one. 

 

Participant:  No, no.  Yeah. 

 

Willi:  In fact, on the other side, the other side of alchemy. 

 

Participant:  Ah. 

 

Willi:  Identified, that worked for me, it may work for you.  But it’s all just about making it happen.  Getting together and making community, 

making alchemy. 

 

Participant:  See, even though I said gold, I mean, you could touch anything and some humans might think it has to be gold.  But like playing with 

clay can be, it has a reward.  Or we just made this raised bed, and made this special soil mix of … 

 

Participant:  I have the gardener.  And it is alchemy, because we both put our hands in the soil mix and go; this stuff is fabulous.  It’s dreamy to 

work with.  I mean it’s more precious than gold. 



   

Willi:  I wonder if everybody thought that way we would be better off. 

 

Participant:  Yeah. 

 

Willi:  You know?  The way you described that.  You’re excited about that. 

 

Participant:  I’m a very topical person, I must confess. 

 

Willi:  Now we look at nature boards.  Now you’ll probably define these as negative.  This is fracking.  And that’s a super storm based on climate 

change. 

 

Participant:  Yep. 

 

Willi:  So this is, what I call nature, could look like that, as a permaculture idea, or it could be looking like that.  

 

Willi:  Yeah, what do you want to show?  What do you want to work with these tools?  But fracking is just scaring the hell out of me. 

 

Participant:  Yeah, me too. 

 

Malou:  It happens. 

Participant:  Yep.  Fracking. 

 

Willi:  Yeah.  So I’m thinking nature is under siege.  And we’re not taking heed. 



   

Malou:  Yeah, not enough action taken. 

 

Willi:  Yeah, humans may be extinct.  I mean that’s not an unreasonable thought to many.  Now part of what I want to produce and write about 

and share going forward is new ritual.  Because I see new ritual as a bridge between the current mess, the current bad archetypes, bad symbols 

throughout bad stories.  Controlled media, whatever.  And a new ritual that is more pure, nature based, nature sacred.  So these are actually 

things that are happening.  A group gets together and harvests fruit.  To me that could be celebrated as a ritual.  It could be wrapped up and 

promoted as something bigger than just picking some fruit. 

 

Participant:  Right. 

 

Willi:  We need to figure out how these new rituals will come about.  How will we celebrate them.  How do we invite you to one?  And how are 

you informed about them?  Because we have such bad rituals.  Okay?  So we need new ones.  (Chuckle) 

 

Participant:  Oh, I love the ritual too, when you go wow, that’s terrific. 

 

Willi:  Yeah, it’s free.  You share stuff, you bring stuff, and you take some stuff home.  It’s beautiful. 

 

Participant:  It is. 

 

Willi:  But most people wouldn’t really look at it like a ritual.  They would see it as an event or something to do for two hours on Sunday. 

 

Participant:  Right. 

 



   

Willi:  But there’s other things that are attached to it. 

 

Participant:  Then it’s rituals.  And this stuff is.   

 

Willi:  Well, let’s get to the heart of this workshop.  What I really wanted to do with you guys is to work on a new myth.  To look at some ideas 

that I got together to sort of get this moving.  And then try to get your feedback on what this new world, what that thing is.  This are twelve 

domes.  So this, I’m trying to pull a little Davis, and I guess everybody is drinking a beer and watching the cows or something.  But here we are, 

I’ll be positive, we have a food forest and we have a fire pit.  And so I’ve imagined a place in the year 2045 on the coast of Costa Rica, this is 

what, this how I work, I guess.  I pull together some elements and then I write in some plot and a couple of characters, and maybe conflicts.  And 

so I come out with something that might, you see this list here, what potential elements are needed to produce an event.  So I have to marry this 

sort of superficial vision, the setting, with these ideas.  Some of these are Joseph Campbell’s ideas, some of them aren’t.  So let’s just jump in. 

 

Participant:  Okay, let’s just try to jump in. 

 

Willi:  Who wants to talk about who lives here?  Who lives here in this jungle village on a remote coast of Costa Rica?  What’s happening inside 

the domes?  Why are they in a semi-circle?  These are the questions I have for you tonight. 

 

Participant:  Who cares?  (Laughter) 

 

Willi:  People want to be here with each other. 

 

Participant:  I’m thinking they want to be there. 

 



   

Willi:  So what kind of values are they expressing? 

 

Participant:  Soil.  They love the soil. 

 

Willi:  Oh, you’re just playing into my story. 

 

Participant:  Oh, now that I made that stuff, it’s so amazing.  You’d love it. 

 

Willi:  So that’s cool.  We have a bunch of people living in the domes, growing food in the food forest.  Interesting. 

 

Participant:  And they have to take care of this world, because maybe in one of the domes, one dome is dedicated to having, what about 

inspiring samples of the most valued – values is all I can think of, because it’s not always an object. 

 

Willi:  Right.  It could be intangible, right. 

 

Participant:  For example, a value could be having a group dream and another value could be a personal dream.  So I, because I still love 

individuality, so I want my own dreams, and to make my own paintings.  But I love the idea of being part of the larger dream. 

 

Willi:  Is there any conflict between the individual and the group dream here?  Is there … 

 

Participant:  There might be, well, I guess in my life there always has been some conflict.  So we need a way to resolve the conflict.  And I’m not 

sure what that would be. 

 



   

Willi:  Interesting.  Well, we’re getting a lot further than I thought.  That’s good.  It seems like the individual dream may be about individual gain.  

And maybe there’s a conflict with someone trying to one up the other folks in the community.  Is that what would be likely as a conflict? 

 

Participant:  That would be a likely conflict, it’s just one that I have trouble.  Gain?  What?  We’re in domes.  Somebody might want a new couch, 

or more canvas to paint on, or more clay to make pots with.  That’s my idea of gain.  If you need a bank account so that you can buy more 

property, a bigger dome. 

 

Willi:  No, but these people are money poor and spirit rich. 

 

Participant:  See, what I think of is, maybe a group, my idea of a group dream might be, we live inland we would like a little bit of beach to go to 

sometimes.  Now that might seem like a distant dream, and we could make it a goal, so how are we going to pull together and achieve that goal?   

 

Willi:  Nice. 

 

Participant:  Now we might, some people might want a goal that’s just right on the forest that we’re living in.  

 

Willi:  Well, I love that local idea. 

 

Participant:  I like big dreams. 

Willi:  Let’s go with the dream of … 

 

Participant:  So I haven’t left planet earth, but we want and will be sharing that piece of beach, but it’s a place we know we could go to and we 

won’t be kicked off or told to leave.  And we’re not going to find an oil well there.  So we have to, we need to … 



   

Willi:  We have to figure out how to facilitate that. 

 

Participant:  Yes. 

 

Willi:  And that’s the conflict.  That’s the big deal. 

 

Participant:  And so if it takes … 

 

Loraine: Is it okay if I sit in? 

 

Willi:  Yeah.  Come in, we’re getting close to the end, but that’s fine.  So we might be able to harvest some food stuffs and then sell it to the 

tourists and generate money to buy some property.  See?  That’s alchemy, isn’t it?  Food to cash.   

 

Participant:  Yeah. 

 

Willi:  Wow. 

 

Participant:  And you know, if it’s Costa Rica did you say?  I don’t really, I’ve never been there, but I think they have plants that could be 

harvested sustainably to create some interesting art, maybe baskets that are more contemporary.  They may not need to be functional. 

 

Willi:  Sculpture. 

 

Participant:  It could be more sculptural and inspiring in some way.  Like you could even subtly get a message across even with a basket. 



   

Willi:  Nice. 

 

Participant:  A message about bird life, or a message about containment. 

 

Willi:  I love it.  I love it. 

 

Participant:  So then we could have, I don’t know how we could market these items, but we could also sell those.  And so, see, for me, the 

conflict would be, do I want to work on the baskets for a great project for the beach?  Or for my own personal inspirations?  Maybe I have this 

idea about … 

 

Female:  Hi - Robyn. 

 

Willi:  Hi. 

 

Participant:  I wasn’t sure what this was and I got here really late and I’m sorry. 

 

Willi:  Oh, it’s okay. 

 

Malou:  It’s okay. 

 

Participant:  I apologize. 

 

Willi:  My name’s Willi. 



   

Participant:  I’m Annie. 

 

Willi:  You want to come over here?  It’s easier. 

 

Participant:  Hi.  

 

Participant:  This is Kate. 

 

Participant:  It’s nice meeting you. 

 

Malou:  You could sit right there.  Yeah. 

 

Willi:  Well, I’m astounded at the generation generosity here.  Very good. 

 

Participant:  I’m getting inspired. 

 

Willi:  That’s sort of the myth in a nutshell with a lot of detail, no doubt. 

 

Participant:  Yeah. 

 

Willi:  (Laugh) There you go. 

 

Participant:  Thank you. 



   

Willi:  It doesn’t necessarily take in a lot of the boxes, or the elements. 

 

Participant:  Oh, yeah. 

 

Willi:  Well, we can go back and try to learn, weave, or re-negotiate some of this stuff, to the sort of general picture we created. 

 

Participant:  Okay. 

 

Willi:  And make it maybe more interesting. 

 

Willi:  Paranormal.  Interesting.  It’s probably paranormal to go from this alcove to the beach where all the tourists are still, you know, not being 

sustainable.  In a sense, to me, that’s paranormal.  You have to sort of adjust to that.  Understand it.  Don’t bring it home.  So that could be a 

paranormal experience.  I don’t know. 

 

Participant:  Kind of remind me what paranormal is. 

 

Willi:  Oh, it’s the History Channel with ships going around and around, and Star Wars. 

 

Participant:  Paranormal phenomena, so it’s beyond explaining. 

 

Willi:  Kind of, yeah. 

 

Participant:  And it’s a little bit … 



   

Willi:  Out there. 

 

Participant:  Out there.  It’s out there because the energy, there’s some other energy out there, am I right to say?  It’s not just a person being far 

out, it’s far out energy flowing toward us. 

 

Willi:  Yeah.  That’s fine.  It’s whatever you think it is.  That’s good. 

 

Participant:  Oh, okay.  

 

Willi:  But it has to have a certain set, a certain ambiance, a certain something, not just to go into the market and selling your stuff at the beach. 

 

Participant:  Oh, right.  Yes. 

 

Willi:  There needs to be some intrigue. 

 

Participant:  Yes. 

 

Participant:  It’s partly unexplained. 

 

Willi:  Yes, it’s partly unexplained.  So it’s just more interest.  It needs a little bit of hype, to use a bad word. 

 

Participant:  Okay.  Because we are trying to produce, well, see I immediately was just trying to create a community.  I forgot we were trying to 

create a myth. 



   

Willi:  Right on. 

 

Participant:  So. 

 

Willi:  That’s why I gave you these notes.  (Laughter) 

 

Participant:  Is this a fantasy?  Or are you really trying to make a community? 

 

Willi:  We’re trying to actually make a myth.  A new myth. 

 

Participant:  A new myth. 

 

Willi:  Based on this. 

 

Participant:  It’ll take me a minute. 

 

Willi:  That’s okay.  (Chuckle) What else?  Is there a universal struggle in trying to survive a post war era?  See?  This is a large part of a survivalist 

vent.  No matter how glossy we put it, it’s still about the world changing drastically, in my opinion.  And we have to figure that out. 

 

Participant:  So you, when you say changing drastically, I mean, we’re responding to a negative drastic turn of events. 

 

Willi:  Drastic is negative, yeah.  Basically, yeah.  Right. 

 



   

Participant:  Okay.  I was kind of shelled in that because I had a tough day. 

 

Willi:  Don’t worry, there are other things here to look at. 

 

Participant:  Okay.  But … 

 

Willi:  Like number three would be interesting. 

 

Participant:  Journey Initiation, Community. 

 

Willi:  We could identify a hero in our iterations here.  Somebody who might do extraordinary things, come back and inform us. 

 

Participant:  And tell us. 

 

Willi:  Okay.  That’s something we could write about.  Heroes, obviously I have Joseph Campbell as a mainstay. 

 

Participant:  Right. 

 

Willi:  Okay.  I mean, we’re not going to the Costa Rica tonight, but we could talk about the process and the challenge of writing a new myth.  

That’s why I showed up.  That’s ultimately why I’m here.  Lots of symbols, the sculpture that you talked about, the fruit forest, or the domes.  

They’re all symbols of something; shelter, community, opportunity, danger. 

 

Participant:  Right. 



   

Willi:  Alchemy.  Lots of alchemy here.  Lots of transition from one culture to the next.  We don’t really know who lives here, do we? 

 

Participant:  No. 

 

Willi:  It could be Costa Ricans, it could be Americans, Germans.  Who knows?  But that’s something to ponder as a writer.  Nature is sacred.  

That’s one of my goals, is to return that ethic, to treat nature as sacred, not like a smokestack. 

 

Participant:  Right. 

 

Willi:  So I do know where you’re coming from. 

 

Participant:  And how can we do that?  I mean. 

 

Willi:  By a new ritual.  By going to a place with new celebratory events that have that core; nature is sacred.  Or human beings are sacred, right? 

 

Participant:  Right. 

 

Willi:  We have to engineer this new way.  It’s not going to happen otherwise. 

 

Participant:  I do agree we need, what do you call them?  Rituals.  But I think we also would need, we have to, in our everyday life do things a 

little differently.  Like that’s not so ritual. 

 

Willi:  That’s true.  Those are habits. 



   

Participant:  Maybe it’s a mindset.  Maybe that mindset will come about. 

 

Participant:  One of the things I researched was Parka.  Parka from Northern Alaska, a certain kind.  And after, because I was a textile, I was 

doing research on textiles, I had to argue that animal skin wasn’t textile, but aside from all that, in actively researching why it was made that 

way, it was for man, for hunting, in the middle of hunting.  I had all these questions; why would it be made this way?  And I researched it for a 

year and a half.  And, of course, part of the answers of why it had certain features had to do with the natural elements.  But I found many of the 

features were really related to the relationship the hunters have with the animals.  So it was a real, it wasn’t, the relationship wasn’t always 

sacred, but it was always respectful.  And it was a mindset so that even when they weren’t hunting, if they weren’t hunting they were never 

wasteful or cruel to animals.  You know, there was always a respect towards them.  And in their way of hunting for food they made use of every 

part of the animal they could, but they also had a ritual for gifting back to the land or the ocean some part of the animal so that the spirit of the 

animal could go back into the universe. 

 

Willi:  See, that’s kind of paranormal.  You’ve just proved my point. 

 

Participant:  Okay. 

 

Willi:  See, that’s an example of what we’re trying to get to.   

 

Participant:  And so because we’re not here in Costa Rica, they’re not hunting caribou or walrus, and they’re not hunting animals in Parka 

because they have a different climate.  So we have to think of what the new thing like that would be. 

 

Willi:  Right.  A new settlement, a new myth, a new routine, a new sacred. 

 



   

Participant:  Yeah. 

 

Willi:  I’m telling you it’s all up for grabs.  And it’s our survival on the line. 

 

Participant:  I kind of would like to know what’s edible that grows in Costa Rica? 

 

Willi:  Oh, everything.  It’s a rainforest.  You can grow everything there.  Fruits, vegetables. 

 

Participant:  I don’t know about the orchids and hummingbirds. 

Willi:  Nice.  Right.  That’s good.  So, I mean, in this case, the weather is beautiful, the people are friendly, and the tourists are there to sponge 

off of and make a couple of bucks.  It’s not an issue to me.  That’s your idea, though.  I’m just … 

 

Participant:  Oh, okay.  No, my idea, I don’t, what I also want to do is when I give them or sell them something, because it has to be an act of real 

exchange when we do the entire claim of some sort, I want them not to go away with something that they look at, but something that reminds 

them of a symbol almost of our community.  A symbol of our belief that nature is sacred. 

 

Willi:  What’s the symbol? 

 

Participant:  Well, it doesn’t have to be the same symbol.  I mean we could have a patch of a hummingbird.  But I mean for every, not so much 

with food, maybe the way we package the food there’s a little story about how we, to have something with, you know, how with some tag – 

okay, this is years ago, 20 years ago, I worked for Northface.  And one year, for two years, they had these beautiful hang tags, so when you 

bought them, or when you’re looking in the store it’s a gorgeous picture of somewhere in nature, with Northface you’re thinking of hiking and 

canoeing and all that, so a beautiful place in nature telling you where it was in nature.  And on the back was three sentences about this place.  



   

And you’re like; oh, how beautiful.  And I want this coat to remember I too could go to Costa Rica, or to this beautiful, this place of beauty.  So if 

in our, say our baskets, which, or maybe our food, will go back to something more likely to sell to the tourists, even if we’re selling muffins made 

from taro root, I’m just guessing what might be there. 

 

Willi:  Or smoothies. 

 

Participant:  Yes.  How can we present that in a way that they are learning a little something from that.  They’re learning a little bit about our 

attitude of nature is sacred.   

 

Participant:  I have a question, you kind of retracted, you said being respectful to animals is almost not like being sacred.  So you don’t think that 

being respectful is also treating them like with say goodness? 

 

Participant:  It could be.  But you can also respect an animal that you just see, you know, I guess I personally have trouble with sacred.  Maybe 

that’s my personal dilemma.   

 

Participant:  Because you think sacred is a tier up? 

 

Participant:  No, I think it’s the same.   

 

Participant:  Okay. 

 



   

Willi:  Well, I will come back and offer that we could have a basket sculpture session for the tourists.  And in that case embark, in part, our values 

in a story setting.  Right?  Talk about our unusual alcove and what we’re doing there, and then the tourists could also help build their own 

basket. 

 

Participant:  That’s a great idea. 

 

Willi:  That’s why I’m the head of the class. 

 

Participant:  The sense that we need new stories and myths for our new community, a new way of looking, so we need a new, we need a new 

mythology.  The old ones are useful to draw up on, but unless we have an imagination of what we want and the myths can help that, then you 

can’t get somewhere unless you imagine it first. 

 

Willi:  Is Davis a place to build new mythology? 

 

Participant:  It can be.   

 

Willi:  (Chuckle)  

 

Participant:  A group who just met for the first time a couple of weeks ago to think about Davis as, they had a conversation about Davis as a 

resilient and sustainable community and looking at all the systems involved.  And I think mythmaking and storytelling could be a part of that, but 

I don’t exactly know how. 

 

Willi:  I can tell you how. 



   

 

Participant:  But that doesn’t pertain to me because it’s okay, you know, I want to start with the community and what are some of the values 

and who’s the heroes in our journeys.  And to get from here to there. 

 

Willi:  So what is the name of this group? 

 

Participant:  It doesn’t have a name yet. 

 

Participant:  I mean it really just met once and it was the idea of my partner, whose name is Lorenzo, and another person whose name I’m 

forgetting right now, who invited people who have different skills and thoughts about, who might be interested in, one of the people who came, 

she was thinking of the group as a visioning council.  So we’re starting a conversation, but I think we don’t know yet exactly what’s going to 

happen or what form it’s going to take. 

 

Willi:  Okay. 

 

Malou:  And the group was formed because you think myths should be created? 
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